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INTRODUCTION

EXILES, MIGRATORY FLOWS AND SOLIDARITY

When the Cold War ended in late 1991, many people
thought, or at least hoped, that the world would be
blessed with a new era of peace and stability. The
American political scientist Francis Fukuyama summed
this feeling up the following year in his highly influen-
tial book, The End of History and the Last Man. He
argued that the collapse of the Soviet Union marked
the final key victory of the western model of liberal
democracy, and that henceforth the world would move
towards an eventual state of freedom, progress and
growth. He admitted that challenges to this model
would still present themselves from time to time, but
that inevitably western-style democracy would prevail.

Looking back at that time from the vantage point
of the early 2020s, it is perhaps hard to be so
confident that Fukuyama’s vision will hold true.
Indeed, some may argue that the relative stability
of the 1990s was a mere temporary blip in world
affairs. Today the world situation seems to be
characterised with what could be regarded as
the same old troubles: financial crisis, ideological
confrontation, and war. Alongside this has been a
move back towards authoritarianism, nationalism,
and economic protectionism. And added to the mix
has been the onset of a major pandemic which has
had the power to bring the world to a standstill. None
of these things are new to history, a fact that serves
to suggest that, far from being on a clear linear path
towards utopia, the world is instead destined to experi-
ence a never-ending series of cyclical historical events.

For Europeans, one of the most important examples of
such an event has been the recent upsurge in migra-

tion, both from within and outside the continent. Some
of these migrants are looking to find work. Others are
refugees or asylum seekers, anxious to escape from
war zones and oppressive regimes. Fierce debates
have flared up across Europe over how to best
handle the migration crisis, and key questions have
emerged. To what extent are people willing to accom-
modate those who have come to them in hope or in
need? How far are societies prepared to go to show
solidarity with oppressed and displaced people? How
much value is given to the cultural diversity that results
from migratory movement across national borders?

This exhibition seeks to examine this highly topical
issue from a historical perspective. It gathers together
47 key documents in order to present a series of histor-
ical stories that illustrate the themes at hand. Through
them we will come across terminology which sadly
remains all too familiar from recent European and inter-
national history; words and phrases such as repres-
sion, persecution, political exile, refugee camps, racism,
antisemitism, ethnic cleansing, and genocide. As will
be seen, many of the documents do indeed highlight
acts uncovering the darker side of human nature. But
at the same time there are aspects of many of them
which allow us to step back into the light. As such, terms
such as empathy, tolerance, selflessness, charity, and
solidarity also have a place in the stories being told.
Several of them also underline the positive contribution
that immigrants made to societies in which they settled.

The documents are divided into three main categories,
or ‘pillars.’ The first considers work-related migration and
encompasses stories which collectively address not just



the movement of individuals and groups of individuals,
but also the transfer of foreign expertise, much of which
proved vital to the economic and cultural development
of the countries concerned. The second pillar looks at
war-related migration. As one might expect, there exists
a wealth of documents dealing with this highly emotive
topic. For this exhibition a selection has been made
covering various types of conflicts, from rebellions and
civil wars through to the world wars of the 20th century.
The third pillar centres on documents dealing with some
of the human costs associated with political uprising,
turmoil and persecution. Again, there is a wide range
of material, spanning several centuries. And, as is the
case with the other two pillars, an emphasis is placed
on teasing out the human side to the stories.

Indeed, it is through the examination of contemporary
source documents that one begins to approach the past
at its most elementary level. In a majority of cases the
sources relate to individuals or to a group of individuals,
at least at some level. The selection also reflects the
great variety of material that is available to be consulted
in Europe’s archival collections. This includes, among
other things, charters, edicts, census records, diaries,

letters, diagrams, drawings, photographs, posters,
reports, pamphlets, service records, dispatches, suppli-
cations, and speeches.

By highlighting such original sources, it is hoped that
the exhibition will serve to reflect UNESCO’s Universal
Declaration on Archives, which states that archival
repositories, ‘play an essential role in the develop-
ment of societies by safeguarding and contributing
to individual and community memory.” The Declara-
tion also emphasises that, ‘open access to archives
enriches our knowledge of human society, promotes
democracy, protects citizens’ rights and enhances
the quality of life.” The message is clear. Europe’s
archives offer a rich heritage of material that is there for
everyone to use, whether that be the original physical
versions or through universally available digital copies.

It is also hoped that those who see the exhibition may
take the opportunity to view the present through the
prism of the past. Perhaps lessons can finally be learned
which would allow us to break free from the historical
cycles of intolerance, fear, violence and persecution.






WORK-RELATED
MIGRATION

This first section of this exhibition centres on documents
that provide a historical insight into work-related migration.

It is fair to say that work-related migration has become
a hot topic of debate across Europe in recent years.
It has aroused fierce arguments between those who
champion the benefits of economic immigration, as a
means of adding to a country’s skill base and enhancing
its cultural diversity, and those who are opposed to it —
either because they are resistant to cultural diversity or
because they feel that too much immigration has taken
place in too short a time. Even the most casual of glances
at British politics reveals that immigration was one of the
major issues that contributed to the 2016 referendum
vote to exit the EU. Immigration is an issue that most
people have an opinion about, one way or the other.

Europe’s history provides plentiful examples of people
travelling across the continent in order to exercise their
trade, or to find more general employment. During the
medieval period, foreign merchants were to be found in
all of the major cities, most notably in the many ports that
flourished during that time. German merchants predom-
inated along the trading routes of the Baltic and North
seas, while Italians were to the fore in carving out commer-
cial empires in the countries of the Mediterranean world.

Through building up extensive business networks, such
individuals not only benefited themselves, but also helped
build up the wealth and prestige of their adopted countries.

Such can also be said about the foreign workers who were
able use their technical expertise to good effect in Europe’s
industrial heartlands. Indeed, in many cases foreign exper-
tise proved vital to the establishment of industrial sectors in
certain countries. Foreign labour was also of importance in
repopulating regions that had been devastated by warfare.
Such was particularly the case in central Europe during the
Ottoman wars of the early modern period.

Moreover, during the 19th and 20th centuries, Europe
witnessed a series of larger-scale migrations of people
hoping to find work abroad. Most notable was the mass
migration of Europeans to North America. Between 1820
and 1980 some 37 million individuals left Europe to embark
on what has been termed the ‘Great Atlantic Migration.’

Overall, when considering the documents of this pillar in

unison, it is clear that work-related migration is far from
being just a modern-day phenomenon.

1
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Privileges Granted to the Genoese
Merchants of Seville

The document here is a superbly-executed example of
one of the manuscript pages from a bound volume of
royal privileges, granted to the Genoese merchants of
Seville, Spain between the years 1251 and 1537. It is
written using three different inks: black for the bulk of the
text, with red and blue ink for the ornate initials. The main
text is in Spanish, with marginal notes written in Latin.
The volume itself is bound in wooden covers wrapped
in dark leather and embossed with illustrations. It was
clearly regarded as being a book of some importance.

The presence of Genoese merchants in Seville dates
back to the 12th century. By that time Genoa had
emerged as one of the leading port cities of the Medi-
terranean world. Alongside this, the city had expanded
its influence exponentially by building up networks of
trade and influence in a number of other countries and

territories. It rivalled Venice as a commercial power
along the Levantine coast (an area roughly equivalent
to modern-day Syria and Lebanon), and had gained
control over much of Corsica and northern Sardinia.
This wide geographic reach gave the Genoese access
to a wide range of marketable goods including dyes,
spices, medicines, metals, wool and gold. The Genoese
were also to the fore in the development of banking.

In the Iberian Peninsula the Genoese merchants

parchment, written with three different inks; 24 x 33 x 5 cm.
Spanish State Archives — General Archive of Simancas.
Ref Code: ES.47161.AGS/5.2.0//PTR, LEG, 46, DOC.73

developed a particularly intricate and reliable trading
network that extended through all of Spain’s medieval
kingdoms, including Muslim-controlled Granada. This
was supported by extensive maritime links emanating
from the various Iberian ports, as well as from key North
African centres of commerce such as Tunis and Oran.
As well as dominating in transportation and sales, they
also came to control the production of goods in a number
of localities. Overall, their input was vital in bringing
prosperity and prestige to the Spanish kingdoms.

The privileges granted to the Genoese of Seville orig-
inated as a reward from Ferdinand Ill of Castile for
the help they had given him in capturing that city from
the Muslims in 1248. Fifty-five privileges in total are
contained in the volume, a collection which serves
to cover various aspects of daily and commercial life
including (among many other things) favourable currency
exchange arrangements, and special tax rights. In total
they form a remarkable collection attesting to the impor-
tance of the kind of international networking that the
Genoese had come to master during the Middle Ages.

Copy of the privileges and royal grants, franchises and rights granted by the kings of Castilla and Leon to
the Genoese merchants that live in the very noble city of Seville (Spain), 1251-1537.

Bound volume, wooden covers wrapped with dark leather embossed with drawings and laces, 119 sheets,

13
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Privileges granted to the Germans by King Afonso V, King Manuel, King John Il and the Viceroy of Portugal
Cardinal Archduke Albert of Austria, authorizing them to exercise their trade, negotiating and exempting them
from some taxes, other concessions awarded, 1588.

Bound volume, 31 folios, manuscript on paper; 22 x 16 cm.
Torre do Tombo — The National Archives of Portugal.
Ref Code: PT/TT/MSLIV/2253
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Favoured with Freedoms: Privileges
Granted to German Merchants

This document deals with privileges granted to
German merchants in the 15th and 16th centuries.
They were granted by the Portuguese kings Afonso V
(d. 1481), Manuel | (d. 1521), and John IIl (d. 1557),
and by the then viceroy of Portugal, Archduke Albert
of Austria (d. 1621). In essence the privileges served
to confirm the ‘freedoms and exemptions’ given to the
Germans in relation to Portuguese markets, particu-
larly the lucrative trade to and from the colonies of the
Indian Ocean and the Far East.

German merchants held a central position in Euro-
pean trading networks for several centuries. Between
the 12th and 15th centuries the Hanseatic League (the
Hansa) dominated commerce in and around the Baltic
and North Seas. The Hansa was a community of towns
and merchants which had come together to secure
common trading rights and privileges in foreign regions.
At its heart stood a number of German towns which lay
along the shores of the southern portion of the Baltic
Sea, notably Libeck, Riga (now in Latvia), Tallinn (now
in Estonia, German: Reval), and Gdansk (now in Poland,
German: Danzig).

As can be seen from this Portuguese document from
1588, the concept of gaining special privileges was
something that the German merchants held on to, even
when the main focus of European commerce was
moving away from the Baltic, North and Mediterranean

seas to the Atlantic Ocean and its seaborne routes to
Asia. In due course, the Atlantic trading area would be
further enhanced with the opening up of European colo-
nies in North America.

Portugal had been the first of the Atlantic-facing
European countries to exploit the route via the Cape
of Good Hope to the Indian Ocean and beyond. The
Portuguese explorer Vasco da Gama had first made
the voyage to India in 1497-1498, and numerous
adventurers followed in his wake. In 1510, the soldier
and statesman Alfonso de Albuquerque occupied Goa,
which then became the main Portuguese stronghold
in the region. The following year he took Malacca,
which controlled all trade passing from China to
India by sea. By the mid-1500s the Portuguese had
moved beyond this to open up direct links with far
eastern ports trading in fine goods such as silks and
spices. The Germans certainly had much to gain by
establishing a presence in Portugal during this time.

But, as has been the case with all empires (commercial
or otherwise), that of the Portuguese inevitably went
into decline. By the mid-17th century the Dutch had
taken over as the masters of European trade along the
seaborne route to the Far East, and they themselves
were then replaced by the British during the 18th century.
By then, the privileges secured by the Germans in
Portugal had become a mere matter of history.
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Searching for Norway’s Silver:
A Drawing of Samuel’s Mine

In 1623, deposits of silver were discovered at a site near
Kongsberg in the south of Norway. The authorities acted
quickly to take advantage of this good fortune, and in
1624 Christian IV of Denmark-Norway passed a royal
decree formally establishing Kongsberg Silver Mines
as a company. The first public road in Norway was also
built at this time to facilitate the smooth transportation of
materials to and from the mines. Such was the success
of mining activity that 2 to 12 tons of silver was extracted
on an annual basis, with total production amounting to
an estimated 1,350 tons by the time operations ceased
in 1958. Moreover, Kongsberg Silver Mines became one
of Norway’s major employers. During the 1770s, when
production was at its peak, over 4,000 individuals found
gainful employment, either directly in mining work or in
ancillary work relating to the mines.

The illustrated document comes from the holdings of the
National Archives of Norway and depicts a cross-sec-
tion of what was known as Samuel’s Mine. This was
named after one Samuel Los, the man who discov-
ered this particular deposit of silver ore in 1630. The
diagram itself remains an excellent historical source,
giving a very clear impression of how the mine oper-
ated along with the conditions the miners would have
had to contend with. At the bottom of the shaft we find
several of them at work in chambers that must have

Drawing of Samuel’s Mine, 6-1716, Norway.

1 page, hand-drawing on paper; 48 x 67 cm.
The National Archives of Norway.
Ref Code: RA/EA-5930/T047b32/0002 —KS 1l C lla 2a

been incredibly dank and unpleasant. A vital air supply
was provided by a pump system that stretched its way
upwards through the mine. Also depicted is the lift that
was used to transport the silver deposits to the surface,
while amongst the buildings at ground level we can see
the cone-shaped structure where horsepower was used
to operate this system. No such luxuries were made
available to the miners themselves, who had to make
their way up and down a series of step-ladders every day.

The document is also notable for the fact that it is written
in the German language. German went on to become
the administrative language in such mines and was
used in technical drawings such as this one. This stands
as testament to the large numbers of German engineers
and workers who found employment in the Kongsberg
mines during the early years of the Norwegian mining
industry. The Thirty Years’ War, which raged from 1618-
1648, did much to decimate industries and livelihoods
across the German states, including in Saxony, which
had been a centre of silver mining expertise since the
12th century. Luckily for those miners who were in a
position to leave Germany, such was the level of their
expertise that they found a ready welcome in countries
where their services could be of use. In this sense their
migration can be seen as primarily work-related as opposed
to the actions of individuals with nowhere else to go.
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Settlement contract of Vorosto village (Hungary), 3—4-1723,
Varpalota (earlier Palota, German: BurgschloR).

2 pages, manuscript on paper; 20,5 x 32 cm.

Veszprém County Archives of the National Archives of Hungary.
Ref Code: HU-MNL-VeML — IV — 1 —m — Ne 95
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Repopulation: The Settlement
Contract of Vorosto Village

The military campaigns of the Ottoman Empire loom
large in the histories of Central and South-eastern
Europe. From the 13th through to the 18th century,
the Ottomans fought a series of brutal wars with the
various kingdoms and states in that part of the world.
For them, much of this period was characterised by
regular successes on the battlefield, along with vora-
cious pursuit of territorial expansion. By the mid-1680s,
however, the situation had begun to change. The
Habsburg Empire and the other Christian states
managed to halt the Ottoman advance, and over the
decades that followed their armies had retaken consid-
erable portions of land which had previously been lost.

All this military activity had naturally led to the periodic
devastation of the landholdings and livelihoods of the
people living in the war zones. But this in turn could
create opportunities for anyone who was willing to ‘pick
up the pieces’ once the warriors had gone off to fight
elsewhere.

The settlement contract of Vordsté village provides a
good example of this. Vorosto, like many Hungarian
localities, had suffered much during the wars, so much
so that by 1723 it had become severely depopulated.
The nobleman who owned the village, Count Imre
Zichy, resolved to repopulate the village with settlers
from Germany, Slovakia, and other parts of Hungary.

In the wording of the contract we discover that the
person representing the settlers was called Hans

Adam Hockl, and that he came from Hohebach in
Germany. Zichy undertakes to provide Hockl and
the other settlers with ‘sites, gardens, building mate-
rial, and enough wood to build up their houses
and repopulate the village.” He goes on to state:

‘Furthermore, the settlers shall be exempted from
paying local taxes and taxes to be paid to the [Holy
Roman] Emperor [Charles VI], and from the obligation
of labouring for the landlord and quartering soldiers for
three years.’

These were very favourable conditions. Indeed, they
are highly indicative of the condition the village must
have been in. It would clearly take considerable work to
make it habitable again. Nevertheless, Zichy expected
it to turn a profit in due course. He duly added that
after three years the settlers would be obliged to
pay four Guldens of tax to the landlord each year,
and they owe five days of labour to him. Further-
more, they are obliged to pay the ninth [a further tax
to the landlord] after the use of their fields, and they
are obliged to pay the tithe to the bishop as well.’

The great American statesman Benjamin Franklin was
surely correct when he said that, ‘in this world nothing
can be said to be certain, except death and taxes.’
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A Glass of Their Own: The Pattern
Books of Ib Olufsen Weyse

Glass production has been a commercial activity for
at least as long as historical records have been kept.
Egyptian glass beads survive from around 2500 BC,
and glass objects were widely circulated throughout the
ancient Roman world. The Venetian island of Murano
became a major centre of glass production during the
medieval period, and by the early-18th century the skills
associated with glass-making and glass-decoration had
spread to many parts of Europe, notably in England,
Bohemia and Germany.

Until that time, any Norwegians who wanted to obtain
glass products had to rely on imports from abroad. For
many, this came to make little sense given that Norway
had many of the natural prerequisites for the production
of glass. The extensive forested areas provided plentiful
wood for fuel, while the many lakes and rivers offered
themselves as transportation routes to and from the
ports. Quartz sand and potash were also available for
use.

A glassworks was duly established as part of the semi-
public Norwegian Company (Det Konelige Octroyerede
Norske Fabrique-Campagnie), which had been founded
in 1739. The success of this concern depended initially
on the Danish-Norwegian state’s pursuit of a mercantilist
economic policy. The company was granted a monopoly

Weyse's Pattern book, 1763, Copenhagen (Denmark).

of sales and importing foreign-made glass was prohib-
ited. The key commodity that eluded the Norwegians
was home-grown expertise. With this in mind, the
company fixed a high rate of wages in order to attract
seasoned glass workers from the key European centres
of production. As a result, the glass made in Norway
came to rival anything else on the international market.

The document shown here is a page from a pattern book
(essentially a catalogue), illustrating some of the fine
designs available from the glassworks at Ngstetangen.
The pattern books, published from 1763-1764, were
the brainchild of a Copenhagen-based engraver named
Ib Olufsen Weyse. They featured fine tableware such
as wine glasses, goblets and candlesticks, as well
as everyday household items such as salt cellars, oil
containers, and jars for preserving foodstuffs. The
books were available for customers to peruse at some
of the top department stores in Denmark and Norway.

On the left of the image we can see an example of one of
the smaller goblets made at Ngstetangen. It was designed
to hold about 25 centilitres of liquid. On the right is a deli-
cate spirits glass. These designs, and the products they
advertise, illustrate the skill level required to bring them
to life. In this particular case foreign workers played a
vital part in bringing a new line of industry to Norway.

Bound volume, 348 pages and index, drawings on paper; 22 x 34 cm.

The National Archives of Norway.
Ref Code: RA/PA-0001/Fa/L0036
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Conscription of the Greek population in Szécsény market town, 21-7-1778, Szlgy (Hungary).

2 pages, manuscript on paper; 48 x 38 cm.
Noégrad County Archives of the National Archives of Hungary.
Ref Code: HU-MNL-NML — IV — 1 — b — Ne 135
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A Census of the Greek Population
in Szécseny Market Town

This census from the town of Szécsény in Négrad county
is a very important record attesting to the establish-
ment of Greek communities in Hungary during the 18th
century. Itis laid out in a fairly typical fashion. A series of
columns provide information such as the names of indi-
viduals, their age, religion, nationality, where they have
come from, and when they entered Habsburg territory.

Technically, the individuals listed in the census are
referred to as Ottoman subjects, which indeed is an
accurate reflection of their political status at that time.
The Ottoman Turks had conquered the Balkans during
the medieval period, and still controlled much of the
region by the late 18th century. The word ‘Greek’ seems
to have been used by contemporaries as an umbrella
term for various peoples of the Orthodox Christian faith
who traced their origins to the southern parts of the
Balkan region. In fact, most of the individuals recorded in
the census came from Macedonia, a historic region span-
ning territory now contained within the borders of Greece,
North Macedonia, Serbia, Kosovo, Albania, and Bulgaria.

The Greek immigrants were able to take advantage
of the Habsburgs’ desire to rebuild and repopulate
Hungarian lands, which had recently been under the

yoke of the Ottomans. As a group they soon prospered
in their new homeland. In particular they were able to
utilise their entrepreneurial skills to build up a consid-
erable profile in the world of trade and commerce. This
was aided by the fact that they were able to link in with
existing commercial networks in the Ottoman territo-
ries and thereby look to monopolise the trade in certain
goods to Hungary. Indeed, such was their success in this
that Greek became the common language for commerce
in the Balkans.

The Greeks also contributed to Hungarian cultural life.
This was clearly evident in Balassagyarmat, another
of the towns in Nograd county. By the middle of the
18th century the town was filled with prosperous middle-
class families, and in 1785 the county’s first Orthodox
church was built there. Over the decades the character
of Balassagyarmat changed from that of a small-scale,
locally-focused market town to that of a substantial
outward-looking settlement filled with craftsmen and
tradesmen. Its success reflects the universal success
of Hungary’s Greek immigrants during the 18th century.
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The Wanderbuch of
Jakab Modern, Toolsmith

Some historians refer to the period between the
1780s and the mid-1800s as the Age of Revolutions.
Through the use of this term they are not only alluding
to major political events such as the French Revolu-
tion of 1789 and the pan-European revolutions of
1848, but also the Industrial Revolution, a movement
which began in Britain and went on to have a seismic
impact of the working lives of a majority of Euro-
peans. Perhaps the most fundamental aspect of this
was the way in which machines replaced artisans as
the primary agents in the mass production of goods.

It would be wrong to think, however, that the
Industrial Revolution eradicated artisanship entirely. The
Wanderbuch (travelling booklet) of Jakab Modern is a
testament to that. It records the journeys of a toolsmith
in Central Europe during the years 1823-1829. Just by
browsing through it one can get a good impression of
what Modern’s working life was like.

In the first image we can see the opening page of the docu-
ment. Its purpose as a ‘Wanderbuch’ is clearly stated, as
is the fact that it has been issued by the magistrates of the
Royal Free City of what is today Bratislava (today capital
of Slovakia, German: Pressburg; Hungarian: Pozsony).

National Archives of Hungary.
Ref Code: HU-MNL-OL — R 276 —No. 271

10 x 17 cm (closed position), 20,5 x 17 cm (opened position).

Modern’s personal details are recorded on the second page.
Among other things, we learn that his hair is brown, his eyes
are blue, his nose is ‘proportional,” and his mouth is ‘ordinary.’
From page 8 onwards we are provided with details of each
of the locations Modern stopped at during his wanderings in
order to ply his trade. On pages 24 and 25, for example, we
see that between 20 September and 27 September 1824 he
was at Stuttgart, UIm, Neu Ulm, and Munich. On page 60
(to take another example) it is noted that between 1 October
and 3 October 1827 he visited Bern, Lucerne and Zirich.

The concept of the travelling artisan had a long history
dating back to the origins of the guilds of the Middle Ages.
After serving an apprenticeship the young craftsman would
then be entitled to travel to other towns and cities, learning
more about his trade from other masters as he went. The
theory was that eventually he would gain enough skills
and experience to become a master himself and duly base
himself in a fixed location. He would then train apprentices
of his own, who in turn would then embark on their own
journeys of discovery. It is probably safe to say, though,
that few journeymen travelled as far as Jakab Modern did.

Wanderbuch (travelling booklet) of Jakab Modern, toolsmith journeyman from what is today
Bratislava, 1823—-1829, Bratislava (at the time: in German, Pressburg; in Hungarian: Pozsony).

Small booklet, 35 pages, handwritten pre-printed form on paper;
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Italian plasterers in Oslo, 3—12—1900, Oslo (at the time, Kristiania).

1 page, handwritten pre-printed form on paper; 31 x 19 cm.
The National Archives of Norway.
Ref Code: RA/SSB/S-2231/E/Ft1900/Oslo/box no. 122 and 162
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Oslo’s Italian Plasterers

Census returns provide a great deal of useful histor-
ical information, particularly for those involved in
researching family history, and for those seeking to
analyse patterns of emigration. The first complete
Norwegian census was taken in 1769, and provided
information about the number of people living in indi-
vidual households. The census from 1801 was the first
to record full details of the names, ages, and profes-
sions of the inhabitants of Norway, and from 1815
such information was usually gathered every ten years.

The document shown here is a page from the 1900
census, and deals with the inhabitants of Schwen-
sens gate 12 in Oslo (named Kristiania prior to 1925).
The name of Giovanni de Paolis is at the top of the
list, and we learn that he was born in 1865 and that
he is Italian. His occupation is recorded as: ‘gibs og
cementsgberi (eier),’ which translates as ‘plaster
and cement firm (owner).” Underneath his name is
that of his wife, Grethe de Paolis, and their five chil-
dren, Margrethe, Umberto, Astrid, Marit, and Randi.

Giovanni emigrated to Norway with his parents Antonio
and Maria and his two elder siblings in the 1870s. The
family originated from Varallo in northern Italy, where
Antonio had trained and worked as a plasterer. Upon
arriving in Norway Antonio continued in this profes-
sion, and in due course his two sons Giovanni and
Bartholomeo followed in his footsteps. In 1898, the
brothers established their own factory in Vahls gate 3,

Oslo, under the company name of ‘Brgdrene de Paolis
Gibsmageri og Cementstgber’ (‘'The de Paolis Brothers
Plaster and Cement firm’). By December 1900 (when the
census was taken) the brothers employed seven ltalian
plaster makers in their factory.

During the latter half of the 19th century, Oslo was the
main destination in Norway for immigrants. Native Norwe-
gians also began moving in significant numbers from the
countryside to the cities, thus helping foster urbanisation.
Between 1855 and 1900, the population of Oslo grew
exponentially, a phenomenon which in itself helped drive
a marked increase in demand for certain key products
and services. Given the amount of building work that was
required and the consequent need for decorated interiors,
the de Paolis family had picked a good time to bring their
plastering expertise to Norway.

As ltalians, they were certainly not alone in seeking
to move away from their homeland. Improved living
standards in the wake of the unification of the country
led to rising population levels, at the same time
that changing patterns of land use meant that fewer
employment opportunities were available, particularly
in the south. Those individuals who were unskilled
tended to head for the Americas, where opportunities
were varied and plentiful. Artisans such as Giovanni de
Paolis’ father, on the other hand, had the opportunity to
find work in other European countries such as Norway.
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Passage to America:
The Great Atlantic Migration

Certain words can conjure up horrific images. In this
document we see the name ‘Titanic’ and the year 1912
and immediately begin to think of iceberg-strewn waters,
a giant ship sinking beneath the waves, and lifeboats
packed with passengers sailing for safety.

The passenger list illustrated here is held in the National
Archives of Norway as part of the collection of the White
Star Line shipping company. The White Star Line was
British-owned but had an office in Oslo for processing
Norwegian passengers who wished to make a
connection to the UK in order to secure passage on one
of the vessels sailing for America. Recorded on the list
are three of the 28 Norwegian passengers who sailed
with the Titanic when she departed from Southampton
on April 10th 1912. Two of those listed, Arne Johan Fahl-
strgm and Carl Midtsjg, made the connecting trip from
Oslo (named Kristiania at the time) on 3rd April. Their ship
was named the ‘Oslo.’ The third, Olaf Pedersen, eventu-
ally travelled from Larvik on April 5th. Of these three men,
only Midtsjg survived the Titanic disaster, one of 705 out
of a total of some 2,200 passengers and crew members.

The Norwegians on the Titanic also formed part of a
wider historical story, that of the mass migration of many
millions of Europeans to America. This movement of
people across the Atlantic had been ongoing since the
‘discovery’ of the New World in the late 15th century.

However, by the mid-19th century better connections and
lower costs had helped facilitate the transportation of an
ever-increasing numbers of individuals. A majority were
attracted by the greater opportunities that expanding
countries such as the USA could offer. In that sense they
were motivated by what historians have referred to as
‘pull’ factors. But at certain points in time so-called ‘push
factors came to predominate. During the late 1840s,
for example, a large wave emigrated in desperation
from Ireland and Germany following the onset of crop
failure, famine and political unrest in their home country.

Midtsjg, Fahlstrem and Pedersen had, each in their
own way, all gone in search of opportunities available
to them in America. Fahlstram had been gifted the price
of passage by his parents so that he could study theatre
in New York. Pedersen was already a citizen of the USA
and was returning there after a sojourn back in Norway,
where he had got married. The intention was that his
new Norwegian wife would join him in America once he
had made enough money to support a family. Midtsjg
was the son of a farmer, and was the first of several
siblings who emigrated to the USA. Given that he
travelled third class and was a healthy adult male he
must have counted himself very lucky that he found a
place on one of the Titanic’s lifeboats on that fateful night.

Emigration to the US — travellers with Titanic, 10—-4—1912, Oslo (at the time, Kristiania) (Norway).

Bound volume, 484 pages, handwritten pre-printed form on paper; 30 x 18 cm.

National Archives of Norway — Regional State Archive of Oslo.

Ref Code: SAO/PAO-0201/Da/L0004, image 169

29



Exiles, Migratory Flows and Solidarity | Work-related Migration

30



Exiles, Migratory Flows and Solidarity | Work-related Migration

Portuguese Emigrants on Their Way
to Other Parts of Europe

On the surface, the photographs shown here capture
a situation that is familiar to many people. Travel can
be stressful, particularly if done by train and carrying
several pieces of unwieldy luggage. In this particular
case, the individuals depicted in two of the photos are
carrying what seems to be an unusually large amount
of baggage. The woman wearing the sunglasses is
plainly struggling with several diverse items, including
what looks like a rather large radio set. Another woman
searches for something in a suitcase while her husband
holds a baby. The reason for this apparent surfeit of ‘stuff’
is that these people were Portuguese emigrants aiming
to make a new life for themselves abroad. In this they
were far from alone. In 1971, when the photographs
were taken, many tens of thousands of Portuguese
people opted to emigrate from the country.

This was by no means a one-off occurrence, unique
to that particular time. Large-scale emigration from
Portugal had been ongoing for a number of years. It
has been calculated that between 1933 and 1974,
around 1.98 million individuals emigrated. Prior to
1960 the majority went to the former Portuguese
colony of Brazil. From 1960-1974, the focus shifted to
the countries of the European Economic Community

Portuguese emigrants on their way to Europe, 1971.

no. 043: 24 x 15,7 cm
Torre do Tombo — National Archives of Portugal.
Ref Code: PT/TT/DME/AF/001/2076/026, 035, 036 and 043

(EEC), particularly France and Germany. These were
to become the peak years of Portuguese emigration.

The upsurge in Portuguese emigration was partially
down to economics. Put simply, the opportunities were
there for people to make more money in the faster
growing economies of the EEC bloc. On top of that, the
Portuguese government’s attitude towards emigration
became more positive as time went by. During the 1930s,
1940s and 1950s, the government was keen to retain
its native workforce, and so passed a number of laws
designed to prevent widespread emigration. But with the
modernization of the Portuguese economy in the 1960s
came less of a need for the unskilled labour base associ-
ated with the traditional agricultural sector. Officially, the
door was open for those who wished to leave the country.

Many of those who emigrated were young males in the
prime of their working lives. The six men pictured in the
first of the photographs can clearly be placed in this
category. Some people moved as part of family groups,
as is evident from the other two photos. On the whole
they were all able-bodied and more than ready to make
a positive contribution in the countries to which they
moved.

4 black and white photographs, paper; no. 026: 12,3 x 18,2 cm; no. 035: 18,2 x 13 cm; no. 036: 18,1 x 13,3 cm;
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WAR-RELATED
MIGRATION

It goes without saying that war is one of the most tragic
and wasteful endeavours devised by mankind. It also
has a history that stretches at least as far back as
recorded time. In pre-modern epochs warfare tended
to be a matter of pitched battles and hand-to-hand
combat, but in due course this morphed into some-
thing that became known as ‘total war.” This denotes
warfare that is largely unrestricted in nature, both in
terms of the weaponry deployed and in terms of the
objectives targeted. It includes tactics such as the stra-
tegic bombing of densely-populated urban areas, the
deployment of scorched earth policies, the blockading
and besieging of countries and cities, the targeting of
merchant shipping, the use of reprisal actions, and the
placing of certain groups of people in special camps.

Of course, over the centuries, Europe has seen
many wars. These range from local conflicts and
civil wars through to large-scale confrontations
involving many individual countries. Europeans
have also been to the fore in conducting war at a
global level. In all cases, human misery has been
one of the main bi-products of such bellicosity.

This section of the exhibition concentrates on war-re-
lated migration. It brings together source material dating

from the early 17th century through to the latter half of
the 20th century.

A number of the documents highlight cases where
people have been displaced or have fled into exile
to escape the effects of total war. Others provide an
insight into the plight of those who migrated from their
homeland due to it either being occupied by the enemy
in time of war, or because it was surrendered as part
of the terms of a peace treaty or international agree-
ment. More broadly, many of the documents concern
people who migrated in order to escape persecution
following defeat in civil conflicts or in the wake of the
takeover of their countries by military dictatorships.

Some documents point to the role that interna-
tional organisations played in providing aid to
people displaced by war, while others tell the stories
of some of the well-placed officials who provided
refugees with the documentation necessary to
flee to countries where they could live in safety.

At a fundamental level, the documents in this section
provide vivid testimony of the personal costs involved
when nations, or factions within nations, decide to take
up arms.
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Carl of Liechtenstein summons persons of all estates who emigrated from the country after the battle
of White Mountain,17-2-1621, Prague (Czech Republic).

1 page, printed patent on paper; 47,7 x 38,2 cm; with impressed seal (diameter 3,5 cm).
National Archives of the Czech Republic.
Ref Code: NA, ACK, inv. no. 2368
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Bohemia’s Protestant Exiles: Carl of
Liechtenstein’s Summons of 1621

On 8 November 1620, a battle was fought at White
Mountain (Bila hora), some 13 km west of Prague, in
what was then the kingdom of Bohemia. It was the culmi-
nation of a period of intense confrontation between the
Protestant princes and nobles of Germany and Central
Europe on the one hand, and the Catholic establishment
of the Holy Roman Empire on the other.

Since its inception in the Early Middle Ages, the Holy
Roman Empire had consisted of a conglomeration
of states, principalities, cities and territories covering
Central Europe and what is now Germany, as well
as parts of what is now northern Italy and eastern
France. At its head stood an elected monarch, the Holy
Roman Emperor, who at the time of the Battle of White
Mountain was Ferdinand Il of the Habsburg Dynasty.

The Protestants who stood in opposition to Ferdinand,
all of whom were his subjects, were headed by Fred-
erick V, ruler of the Palatinate region in Germany. In
1618, the Protestant-controlled assembly in Bohemia
had rebelled against Ferdinand’s predecessor,
Matthias, by making Frederick the king of Bohemia.
The two sides gathered armies, thus leading to the
inevitable confrontation at White Mountain. Ferdi-
nand’s Catholic army decisively defeated Frederick’s
forces, and went on to capture Prague, thus effec-
tively putting down the rebellion. Frederick and many
of the Protestant leaders went into exile abroad.

The document we see here illustrates the condition in
which the Protestants of Bohemia found themselves
following their defeat. It was published on 17 February
1621 in the name of Carl of Liechtenstein, one of

Ferdinand II's top officials at that time. In the text, it
is announced that the emperor has ordered the trial
of the ‘unfaithful rebels and subjects in his hereditary
land [of] Bohemia,” and that those who have gone into
exile are summoned to appear before him to answer
for their ‘enormous crime.’ A list follows, naming those
who have been singled out as the most notable of the
rebels. In effect, though, the summons is designed to
apply to all Bohemians who had actively supported the
Protestant cause. They are ‘summoned the same way

as when they would have been mentioned by name.

For those who did come up for trial the consequences
were severe. 27 of their number were executed in
Prague in June 1621, and those who remained at large
had their land and titles confiscated and transferred to
nobles and gentlemen (all Catholics) who had been loyal
to Ferdinand. Protestantism was forbidden, and in 1627
centralised government was introduced.

For the people living on the lands of the Bohemian
Crown, the consequences were devastating. The
number of farmsteads declined from about 151,000
before the war, to only 50,000 in 1648. It is estimated
that the population fell from three million to only 800,000.

At a wider European level, the repercussions of the
Bohemian Revolt were wide-ranging. The conflict
effectively kicked off a series of interlocking wars
(known collectively as the Thirty Years’ War) which
devastated much of Central Europe. Only with the
treaty at Westphalia in 1648 did Central Europe
enter a state of (sadly temporary) peace once again.
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Victims of War Seeking Aid from
the Town of Kecskemet

Letters written by civilians during wartime often offer
historians a unique insight into the nature of armed
conflict and the chaos and destruction it can cause. Here
we see an example from early 18th-century Hungary,
co-written by two individuals, Mihaly Magé and Matyas
Csaba, at the height of an uprising known as Rakéczi's
War of Independence. The two men address their letter
to the leaders of the city of Kecskemét and ask them
for help. Their pleas are worth quoting at some length:

‘We woefully report to you the godly punishment from
which we suffer — the Enemy has not left us anything
of our goods, they robbed all of our livestock, preyed
our stock upon carts, and left us without anything to
live on. At the moment, we own only the clothes that
we wear upon ourselves, however, by God’s mercy, no
person of us was taken into captivity by the Enemy. We
have honestly received Your Grace’s message, and
we learnt that Your Grace takes care of us. Since we
can go nowhere without the help of others, we fondly
ask Your Grace to help us return home by sending
us four or five carts. We will properly pay the carters
if they take us to our houses with God’s peace. We
also kindly ask Your Grace to command the order of
soldiers to meet us here at the ferry at Ug [Ugi Réh]
only with two banners, in order to make our travel safer.’

The letter was written on 20 January 1707 from a village
situated on the river Tisza, around 25 kilometres east of
Kecskemét. The enemy being referred to are Rascian
(Serbian) troops who were campaigning in that part of
Hungary at the time. Magé and Csaba were presumably
looking to make their way to the city in order to find a
safe haven there. They were soon to be disabused of
this notion. On 3 April 1707 the Rascians ransacked
and burned the city, killing around 400 people, and
taking some 155 men and women away with them
as slaves. The fate of Magé and Csaba is not known.

Réakoczi's War of Independence broke out in 1703 and
was waged in an indecisive fashion for eight years. It
was named after Ferenc Il of the famed Rakoczi family.
At a national level, it took on the character of a revolt
against the state by anti-Habsburg activists (the Kuruc).
At an international level it fed into the War of Spanish
Succession (1701-1714), with Rakoczi aligning himself
and his followers with the French side. To what extent
the likes of Magdé and Csaba knew they were mere
pawns in such high-level politicking is hard to determine.

Letter from Mihaly Magé and Matyas Csaba requesting help, addressed to the leaders

of the town of Kecskemét, 20—-1-1707, Tiszasas (Hungary).

1 folio, manuscript on paper; 20,5 x 31,4 cm.

Bacs-Kiskun County Archives of the National Archives of Hungary.
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